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pricey units in 
South Vancouver
Recycling made easy(ish)
City works with community groups to create collection hubs
 By GABRIELLE PLONKA
A high-end, sustainable rent-al development in South Vancouver is receiving 
government subsidization, raising 
questions as to how public money 
should be spent amid a housing 
crisis.
Spire Landing, a 95 rental unit 
building being constructed on Fra-
ser and 57th Street, qualifies for 
the City of Vancouver’s Rental 100 
Program. 
 Since development costs qualify 
for public funding, the units are 
able to be rented below market 
rates, which in South Vancouver 
is $1,730 for a one-bedroom and 
$2,505 for a two-bedroom.
The building 




sive insulation to 
save energy on 
heating, as well 
as a rooftop gar-
den, lounge with 
wrap-around ter-
race, music room, 
car charging stations and a gym.
According to Josephine Kwan 
from Spire Development, the deci-
sion to build according to Passive 
House standards was influenced by 
the City of Vancouver’s goal to be-
come the greenest city by 2020. 
“They believe that this high-per-
formance standard is the future for 
Vancouver living,”  Kwan said.
According to Tsur Somerville at 
UBC's Centre for Urban Econom-
ics, Vancouver's need for affordable 
housing can co-exist with luxurious 
rental units being developed.
“In theory, environmental sus-
tainability is supposed to be eco-
nomically sustainable too,” Som-
merville said. 
Cresencio Paragas rents across 
the street from the Spire Landing 
site, and worries that luxury rental 
options will displace current neigh-
bours.
“I hope the city could also help 
the small people who have been 
renting for so high for over 10 
years,” said Paragas, whose home 
is one of four on the block that 
were recently placed on the market, 
meaning he’ll be evicted if it’s sold.
Tsur Somerville 
UBC CENTRE FOR 
URBAN ECONOMICS
 By AGAZY MENGESHA






for those who 
can’t make 
it to the new 
Zero Waste Centre 
near Marine Drive Station. 
Vancouver Park Board Commis-
sioner Michael Wiebe said the city 
recognizes that a lack of transpor-
tation or motivation to travel far 





got a car, not ev-
eryone’s going to 
drive all the way 
out to South Van,” 
said Wiebe, add-
ing that different hubs have orga-
nized to either deliver collected 
waste to the new centre or have 
a truck from the city pick it up. 
 “We’re lowering barriers by 
bringing recycling closer to 
communities.”
So far, new agreements 
between com-
munity centres, 
schools and the park 
board are in the pilot 
stages, but Wiebe said 
h e ’ s 
hope-
f u l 
t h a t 
they ’ l l 
be more 
p r e v a -
lent and 
p e r m a -
nent in the future. 
According to Sunny Nestler, the 
manager of the AMS Bike Co-op 
at UBC, its partnership with the 
Zero Waste Centre started with 
an engineer from the initiative 
approaching the 
school 
to see if they 
could solve the problems 
of so many bicycles in Vancouver’s 
landfill. 
“So whenever they get 10 or 
12—whatever they think is going 
to be a truckload for us of bikes 
and parts, they contact our sustain-
ability coordinator and then that 
person heads down to the station 
for pickup,” Nestler said. 
 After the bikes 
are collected, 
they’re brought 









gara College, the school isn’t in-
volved with the centre because it 
was not approached by the city 
or park board. The college’s re-
cycling and waste management 
process is currently under review 
through a public tender process.
“That process may lead to addi-
tional opportunities to collaborate 
in the future,” Smith said. 
According to Wiebe, the city 
encourages schools to set up their 
own zero waste committees.
“I think there’s a great oppor-
tunity to expand and ensure that 
schools are leading the way because 
they’re a place of learning,” Wiebe 
said.
“We're ... bringing 
recycling closer to 
communities.”
— MICHAEL WIEBE, PARK BOARD 
COMMISSIONER
Michael Wiebe 
PARK BOARD  
COMMISSIONER
First place doesn't matter.
First position does.
P8
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View of the Vancouver Landfill and Recycling Depot, located on ALR land near Burns Drive in Delta, looking out across Richmond and Vancouver at the North 
Shore Mountains. PERRIN GRAUER PHOTO
Grow, don't dump 
on fertile land
Richmond councillor: ALR land should be for food, not waste
 By LISA TANH
L ower Mainland politi-cans are pleading with Agricultural Minister Lana Popham to crack 
down on where landfill can be 
dumped because it is harming 
prime agricultural land.
They are concerned because a 
recent report to Metro Vancouver 
showed that Agricultural Land 
Commission applications for 
dumping fill in the Agricultural 
Land Reserve are not being used 
for their intended purposes and are 
landing on soil that has the most 
potential for growing field crops. 
Richmond Coun. Harold Steves 
stressed the need to define what 
an acceptable use of fill is to avoid 
being dumped on the region’s 
best-quality soil.
Laura Gillanders, a co-ordina-
tor for Richmond FarmWatch, 
an organization that is focused 
on preserving B.C.’s farmland, is 
supporting their pleas. Gillanders 
said she often sees fill sites be-
ing used as a revenue-generating 
business.
As well, she said, some owners 
use fill as an excuse to get a soil 
test of their land and claim it is no 
longer fertile for growing crops.
Theresa Duynstee, a regional 
planner for Metro Vancouver, said 
that fill in the agricultural reserve 
is an ongoing challenge.
“Because on one hand, farmers 
need to use fill, but on the other 
hand, land owners use fill to es-
tablish non-farm uses,”  she said. 
“And sometimes, [they] abuse the 
approval process because of the 
financial benefit of accepting fill.” 
Duynstee’s report recommend-
ed the province make changes like 
defining what an acceptable use 
of fill is, lowering the number of 
accepted commission applications 
and creating a commission bylaw 
that would monitor, report and 
find best management practices.
In an emailed statement to The 
Voice, Popham said, “The ALC is 
an administrative tribunal — arm’s 
length from government — and 
government does not interfere in 
their independent decision-mak-
ing process.”
She noted that the province 
now has an independent commit-
tee studying how to revitalize the 
commission.
Martin Collins, the director of 
policy and planning for the com-
mission, said the plan is to review 
the committee’s recommendations 
this spring and then form regula-
tory or legislative changes for the 
fall – if changes are to be made. 






cillors say fertile 
farmland should 
grow food
Mayor says the district 
is losing half of its 
young population due 
to unaffordability
 
 By NATALIA BUENDIA 
CALVILLO
R ichmond councillors say that local wineries should only be allowed in prime fertile 
farmland if they grow the majority 
of their grapes or fruit on site. 
Coun. Harold Steves is con-
cerned that wineries are getting the 
majority of their fruits and berries 
from other sources outside of Rich-
mond and they are taking away 
space from local farms that could 
grow food.  
Similar to the situation with 
landfills, he said that prime fertile 
soil or class-one agricultural farm-
land, should be used to grow annual 
plants such as vegetables. 
Lulu Island Winery, located on 
Westminster Highway, sells ice 
wine, blueberry, raspberry, white, 
and red wines. An employee said 
the only grape they grow on their 
farmland is the Muscat grape to 
make white wine. All of the other 
grapes and berries they use are 
brought in from the Okanagan. 
According to Steves, farmlands 
in the Okanagan have poor soils 
that make them best suited for pe-
rennial plants only, such as grape-
vines. 
Richmond Coun. Carol Day said 
that class-one farmlands should 
only be used to grow food.
Day said that the Agricultural 
Land Commission and the provin-
cial government are ultimately the 
agencies responsible for making 
changes to policy.
“What we need is the minister of 
agriculture  to make sure that the 
top priority is growing food period, 
and anything else that doesn’t fol-
low that guideline shouldn’t be al-
lowed.”
The Agricultural Land Commis-
sion designates wineries as farm 
use when they grow more than 
50 per cent of their produce at 
the same location as the building 
on the location or bring it in from 
other locations in B.C., said Mar-
tin Collins, the director of policy at 
the commission.
 “Wineries were given more flex-
ibility for the source of grapes (oth-
er than just the farm parcel upon 
which the winery was located) in 
the mid 1990s in recognition that 
parcel sizes in the Okanagan were 
fairly small, and that the overall 
provincial area suitable for grape 
production was limited by climate.” 
 By ANA ROSE WALKEY
A t least half of residents age 25 to 45 have left West Vancouver in the past few 
years due to an affordability crisis, 
according to the district’s mayor.
“We have a serious problem in 
West Van — we have no rental 
accommodation, can’t get employ-
ees,” West Vancouver Mayor Mi-
chael Smith said 






to Smith, tax rev-
enue that could 
be put towards 
building afford-
able housing is 
being put in the 
hands of the pro-
vincial government, by way of the 
“horrific” 2018 provincial budget 
that put an extra tax on houses over 
$3 million.
“You can’t hide your house, so it’s 
a much better source of revenue for 
[the provincial government] than 
income tax,” Smith said.
Affordability in the Metro Van-
couver region has been a problem 
for years. While the province of 
B.C. is promising it will ensure 
114,000 units of affordable housing 
are built in the next decade, West 
Vancouver only recently approved 
construction of its first new rental 
housing project in 40 years.
Eight-year West Vancouver resi-
dent Teana-Marie Smith said her 
experience with renting in the dis-
trict has been quite positive.
“I started at $930 for [my] apart-
ment. I have a full one-bedroom 
apartment and I have friends that 
pay that for a room in downtown,” 
resident Smith said. 
Smith acknowledged, though, 
that she feels that her deal is a fluke 
and that the rent would be much 
higher for the next tenant.
The average cost to buy a home 
in West Vancouver, according to a 
report released by the Real Estate 
Board of Greater Vancouver in 
February 2018, is $2.7 million.
As well, the average rent of the 
2,342 rental units in West Van is 
$1,833, with less than one per cent 
available. The City of North Van-
couver, however, has an average 
rental rate of $1,377 with about 
two per cent of 6,191 units avail-
able.
Muscat grapevine fields at the Lulu Island Winery, Richmond. NATALIA BUENDIA 
CALVILLO PHOTO
“We have a serious 
problem in West Van 
 — we have no rental 
accommodation.”








Class one Soils are deep, well-
drained under natural conditions, 
and hold moisture well. Land can 
be managed and cropped without 
difficulty. 
Class two-six Range of 
capabilities between class one and 
seven.
Class seven Does not 
provide natural, sustained grazing 
by domestic livestock due to severe 
climate, which results in unsuitable 
vegetation.  
SOURCE: ALC.GOV.BC.CA





 By CLOE LOGAN
L angara's student conduct and judicial affairs depart-ment found that students 
are struggling with defining sexual 
consent.
Last Monday, the department 
quizzed students on defining sexual 
consent on campus. Jennifer Ched-
die, a student conduct officer, said 
she was surprised at how many 
students answered questions incor-
rectly.
“One of the questions was, ‘Is 
someone who is intoxicated able to 
give consent?’” Cheddie said. “An-
other one was ‘Can consent can be 
assumed from previous consent?’”
Cheddie said students answered 
these questions as true when the 
correct answers are false.
“Clearly there needs to be some 
education," Cheddie said.
On March 16, the Women’s Le-
gal Education and Action Fund 
will be hosting Only Yes Means 
Yes on campus, a free workshop for 
students explaining legal and ethi-
cal definitions of sexual assault and 
consent.
Alana Prochuk, a manager at the 
Women’s Legal Education and Ac-
tion Fund, said some students are 
confused about what sexual consent 
means because they lack positive 
role models and don’t know how to 
approach the topic. 
 “I think people feel discomfort 
about having those types of conver-
sations, so it’s really great to prac-
tice the language for checking-in 
about consent,” Prochuk said.
According to Statistics Canada, 
people aged 15-24 are more likely 
to be victims of sexual violence.
“It’s an environment where people 
are navigating relationships, sexual-
ity and these types of conversations. 
It’s so important to engage students 
in conversations about how to build 
a campus culture where culture vio-
lence and consent are really chal-
lenged,” Prochuck said.
Phoebe Turner, a general arts 
student at Langara, said there are 
a number of problems at the root 
of why students are struggling with 
defining sexual consent.
“Historically, we've painted a 
portrait of all sexual predators as 
bad guys hanging out in bushes, 
waiting to jump out and attack,” she 
said. “What I think people need to 
realize is that sexual violence is far 
more insidious and pervasive than 
that. It can be your friend, your 
romantic partner, a respected com-
munity leader.”
College surprised at 
how many are unsure 
of the parameters
Kathryn Iseminger, a Langara general arts student with misophonia. PHOTO BY LISA STEACY
 By LISA STEACY
P eople with a condition that isn’t recognized as a disability but can impair learning say the first step 
to helping them is raising aware-
ness. 
Colleges have a legal duty to 
accommodate students with di-
agnosed physical and learning 
disabilities, like hearing loss or 
dyslexia. However, little known 
conditions such as misophonia, an 
intense aversion to specific sounds, 
and scent sensitivity, do not fall un-
der disabilities that are recognized 
by the college.
At Langara, disability services 
offers accommodations to students 
ranging from sign language inter-
preters to extra time for exams. In 
an email to The Voice, manager Su-
zanne Munson, encouraged any-
body with a functional impairment 
to learning of any kind to meet with 
disability services. Possible accom-
modations are determined on a 
case-by-case basis. 




m e d i c a l 






commodations,” Munson said. 
Kathryn Iseminger, a Langara 
general arts student with miso-
phonia, met with disability services 
earlier this year and said she didn’t 
think they understood her condi-
tion. 
When she hears a trigger sound, 
she is unable to concentrate on 
anything else and is gripped by an 
intense need to escape or make the 
sound stop. 
Iseminger hasn’t been diagnosed 
by a doctor. She first experienced 
symptoms eight 
years ago, when 
she was 11. Com-
mon trigger sounds 
include chewing, 
heavy breathing and 
swallowing.
"I felt like my 
brain was being at-
tacked when [my 
family] were chewing at dinner," 
she said. 
To raise awareness, she initiated 
the March 13 campus screening of 
Quiet Please, a documentary about 
misophonia, directed by Jeffrey 
Gould, who also suffers from this 
condition.
“When you don’t live with miso-
phonia, it sounds absurd and manu-
factured, but it’s very real and it al-
ters every aspect of a sufferer’s life,” 
Gould said.  
Unlike scent sensitivity, Isem-
inger said misophonia is uniquely 
challenging for colleges to accom-
modate.
"It's very easy to just not wear 
your perfume, while eating is some-
thing everyone sort of has to do," 
she said. 
Gould said considering how a 
college can accommodate students 
with rare disorders requires aware-
ness. 
“If they are aware that these af-
flictions exist, it could break down 
barriers and misnomers and start 
a conversation that could lead to a 
solution – without negatively im-
pacting the general population.” he 
said.
Student says misophonia, a sensitivity to sound, is 'very real'
Sensory  disorder
can impair learning
Emergency phone hotline offline
Out of order for 
two weeks: repair
date is uncertain
 By NIKITHA MARTINS
A Langara emergency phone has been out of order for two weeks with no update 
on when it will be fixed.
Located by the lower level park-
ing lot, a code blue tower, has been 
out of order for unknown reasons. 
Code blue towers are emergency 
phones that have call buttons, cam-
eras and the ability to broadcast 
public announcements in the case 
of an emergency. 
Dwayne Doornbosh, the direc-
tor of facilities at Langara, said IT 
is still working on identifying the 
problem and doesn’t know when 
service will be restored. 
“In situations where a [code 
blue tower] emergency phone isn’t 
working, the security team moni-
tors the area more frequently until 
the unit is up and running again,” 
Doornbosh said.
Doornbosh said security usually 
receives three to five tower emer-
gency calls a year, but sometimes 
the calls are from people who do 
not understand their intended use 
and have non-emergency ques-
tions.
David Aucoin, the manager of 
safety, security and emergency 
management at Langara, said 
emergency phones are one of sev-
eral ways for students to get help 
on campus, such as their safe walk 
service.
“Our safe walk service is also 
available 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week, all year long,” Aucoin said. 
“Security can escort you to another 
building, your vehicle or a bus stop.” 
Post-secondary institutions such 
as KPU and UBC also have emer-
gency phones and other ways for 
students to get help on campus. At 
KPU, students can use the univer-
sity’s safe mobile app to contact se-
curity and emergency services, ar-
range an escorted walk on campus 
and more. At UBC, students can 
request help from police officers 
that are stationed on campus.
Megan Davies, a design forma-
tion student at Langara, said de-
spite the code blue tower being out 
of order, she does not feel endan-
gered on campus.
“To be honest, I didn't know they 
[emergency assistance towers] were 
there, but in an emergency situa-
tion, it would be nice to know that 
they were all up and working.” Da-
vies said.
An out of order code blue tower by the lower level parking lot. PHOTO BY NIKITHA
 MARTINS
“I felt like my 
brain was being 
attacked...”
— KATHRYN ISEMINGER, LANGARA 
STUDENT
1. How does the Criminal Code 
define sexual assault?
2. How drunk is too drunk to give 
consent under the law?
3. What are survivors’ rights and 
options when reporting sexual 
assault to the police?
SOURCE: WESTCOASTLEAF.ORG
ONLY YES MEANS YES
WHAT STUDENTS CAN LEARN
O ver the past three months, South Vancouver recorded the highest number of coyote en-counters in Metro Vancouver.Out of 139 total coyote occurrences, which 
include sightings, pet attacks and aggression towards 
humans, South Vancouver accounted for 39, nearly one 
third of all cases.
Vancouver is composed of a lot of green space, which 
allows an estimated population of 200 to 300 coyotes to 
find pathways that make travel easier while feeding on 
small animals. Rodents make up 90 percent of their diet. 
According to Sara Dubois, BC SPCA’s chief scientific 
officer, the rodent population 
thrives due to humans creat-
ing a large amount of garbage, 
which in turn causes the coyote 
population to prosper.
“If we didn’t have 
coyotes we would have 
a huge infestation of 
rodents. That is why 
they are really impor-
tant … the ecological 
value that they are hav-
ing in this community,” 
Dubois said. “People 
usually freak out be-
cause they think they 
shouldn’t be here and 
they are threatening, but actually coyotes are very 
fluffy … the ones we have here are very small and 
generally not threatening.”
Since their arrival to Vancouver over 30 years 
ago, there have been eight attacks on humans; 
four of those cases involved coyotes being fed by 
humans. 
WildSafeBC provincial coordinator Frank 
Ritcey said that generally coyotes do not want 
anything to do with people.
 “When you do hear reports of coyotes fight-
ing someone usually it's because that coyote has 
been fed at some time and so that associates 
4 THE VOICE     |     THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2018       |     EDITOR NICK VALKA
Neighbours, not nuisances
Approximately 300 coyotes live in Metro Van and act as pest control
Stories by Amanda Poole
Map of Metro Vancouver showing all coyote sightings and incidents from Dec. 1, 2017 to March 1, 2018. Out of the 139 total coyote encounters in Metro 
Vancouver, 39 took place in South Vancouver. GOOGLE MAPS IMAGE COURTESY OF STANLEY PARK ECOLOGY SOCIETY
Coyote pups are born in April and will stay in hidden 
dens for four to five weeks.  MARTIN COOPER PHOTO
Coyotes utilize urban pathways and streets to get from place to place while on the hunt for their next meal. Coyotes have been living in Vancouver since the 1980's.  MARTIN COOPER PHOTO
“People usually freak out 
because they think they 
shouldn't be here ... the 
ones we have here are very 
small and generally not 
threatening.”
— SARA DUBOIS, BC SPCA CHIEF SCIENTIFIC OFFICER
Attendees of Stanley Park Ecology Society's coyote dissection event take a look 
inside the deceased coyote's mouth. This coyote was found dead two months ago at 
the VanDusen Botanical Garden. AMANDA POOLE PHOTO
Wily urban coyotes
allows an estimated population of 200 to 300 coyotes to 
find pathways that make travel easier while feeding on 
small animals. Rodents make up 90 percent of their diet. 
According to Sara Dubois, BC SPCA’s chief scientific 
officer, the rodent population 
thrives due to humans creat-
ing a large amount of garbage, 
which in turn causes the coyote 
population to prosper.
“If we didn’t have 
coyotes we would have 
a huge infestation of 
rodents. That is why 
they are really impor-
tant … the ecological 
value that they are hav-
ing in this community,” 
Dubois said. “People 
usually freak out be-
cause they think they 
shouldn’t be here and 
they are threatening, but actually coyotes are very 
fluffy … the ones we have here are very small and 
generally not threatening.”
Since their arrival to Vancouver over 30 years 
ago, there have been eight attacks on humans; 
four of those cases involved coyotes being fed by 
humans. 
WildSafeBC provincial coordinator Frank 
Ritcey said that generally coyotes do not want 
anything to do with people.
 “When you do hear reports of coyotes fight-
ing someone usually it's because that coyote has 
been fed at some time and so that associates 
humans with food,” Ritcey said. “That’s why they are so 
bold as to come up to someone and nip at them and try 
to get them to give them food.”
The Stanley Park Ecology Society’s program, Co-
Existing with Coyotes, aims 
to mitigate conflict between 
people, pets and coyotes.
Celina Starnes, public 
education and outreach 
manager for the society, led 
a coyote dissection event 
Tuesday night, with the pur-
pose of informing attendees 
on how coyotes have lived 
around humans for so long 
by studying their anatomy, 
last meal and cause of death.
The coyote used in the 
dissection was found dead 
at the VanDusen Botani-
cal Garden two months ago 
and was frozen in order to be studied and used for the 
event.
“The interesting thing about [coyotes] is their insides 
start to look a whole like people’s insides because of our 
co-evolution,” Starnes said. “So a lot of the [coyotes] and 
human’s diets have been the same for so long that there’s 
been a lot of convergent evolution.”
Unfortunately for those who attended, the only trace 
of food in the dissected coyote's stomach was a single 
feather and a stick.
"What often happens when we find them, they've been 
away from a food source for a while," Starnes said. "She 
probably nursed her injuries until she died."
5News&Features
L ocated in the heart of South Vancouver, Langara Golf Course acts as a natural 
home to a family of coyotes.
An estimated four or five coyotes 
hunt for food on the course day and 
night, regardless of the 300 golfers 
who play the course each day, ac-
cording to Alex Young, golf shop 
supervisor at the Langara Golf 
Course.
“120 acres right in the middle 
of the city, that pretty much mir-
rors open natural land, provides for 
good hunting grounds for them and 
a good place to raise their young,” 
he said. “Lots of other natural food 
sources, not just animals, but berries 
and nuts are there too.”
Despite the common misconcep-
tion that coyotes are dangerous to 
humans, Young said they are ac-
cepted on the course and serve as 
an integral part of the ecosystem.
“What I appreciate about them 
being around is not exactly some-
thing that you see, it’s something 
you don’t see,” Young said. “If they 
are doing their job and finding 
their own food sources then they 
will keep the population of rac-
coons and rabbits down, and other 
animals that could really disrupt 
the ecosystem if they are overpopu-
lated.”
Young said the coyotes seem to 
be aware of the space they share 
with the golfers because there have 
been no conflicts to date and they 
tend to hide away while people are 
playing. 
"If we do see them at the pro 
shop ... it's early in the morning or 
in the evening, those are the peak 
hunting hours," he said.
Although Young has become fa-
miliar with the coyotes, to the point 
that he can recognize them indi-
vidually, he has not gone so far as to 
give them names.
“Normally we would only see 
kind of the older ones that are out 
hunting for food and their young 
usually stay in the den, Young said. 
“I can usually determine if it’s the 
same coyote I have seen by various 





Approximately 300 coyotes live in Metro Van and act as pest control
Working family of 
coyotes lodging 
at the Langara 
Golf Course
Golf courses offer a natural habitat within the city, such as the Riverway Golf Course in Burnaby 
for these coyotes. There are four or five coyotes that currently reside on the Langara Golf Course 
as well.  MARTIN COOPER PHOTOS
Coyotes utilize urban pathways and streets to get from place to place while on the hunt for their next meal. Coyotes have been living in Vancouver since the 1980's.  MARTIN COOPER PHOTO
Coyotes have lived in metropolitan areas for so long that encountering humans and man-made 
objects leave them unfazed.  MARTIN COOPER PHOTO
“People usually freak out 
because they think they 
shouldn't be here ... the 
ones we have here are very 
small and generally not 
threatening.”
— SARA DUBOIS, BC SPCA CHIEF SCIENTIFIC OFFICER 31 lbs
Average weight of a coyote 
is that of a small child
5-7 years
Average life span in the city
80%
Diet is made up primarily of 
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Finding suitable and affordable space in Vancouver is a challenge for artists. The city received 158 applications last year for the seven studio spaces it sub-
sidizes for artists.   CLOE LOGAN ILLUSTRATION
High rents push out arts
V ancouver’s housing-af-fordability crisis is not only forcing residents to leave, 
but is pushing 
arts and culture 
out of the city. 
Arts and cul-
ture are key 
components of 
the quality of life 
in a city, and a 
driving econom-




da, arts and culture, such as music, 
written works and visual arts, con-
tribute an estimated $54.6 billion 
in revenue a year to the Canadian 
economy. This is more than the ag-
riculture, forestry, hunting and fish-
ing industries combined.
Vancouver artists are being hit 
hard by a loss of studio space and 
homes, driven by rising rents and 
cost of living. The city only subsi-
dizes enough space for seven artists. 
Meanwhile, there are almost 8,000 
artists living and working in Van-
couver. 
Although Vancouver is research-
ing a strategy to guide the future of 
arts and culture in the city, it may be 
coming too late. 
Recently, the Red Gate Arts So-
ciety, a well-respected alternative 
arts organization that houses be-
tween 60 and 80 artists, has been 
asked to move out of its space by a 
developer. This is a classic Vancou-
ver story.
A 2018 James Irvine Founda-
tion report found that participation 
in the arts leads to higher levels of 
lasting and consistent youth civic 
engagement as well as improved 
ability to work with others and 
solve complex problems. 
However, the study also found 
that “the effects of the arts are likely 
to be cumulative over significant 
time and difficult to document: 
a slow drip rather than a sudden 
eruption and easy to take for grant-
ed.”
Taking artists for granted is ex-
actly what the city is doing. Tout-
ing itself as “alive with creativity” 
on its website, Vancouver expects 
the people who heavily contribute 
to the local economy and culture to 
somehow find an affordable space 
in one of North America’s most ex-
pensive cities.
Through losing culture, Vancou-
ver risks becoming an unattractive 
place to live. There is opportunity to 
support an active arts community, 
but the city has to make it appeal-
ing for people to stay. 
Say 'yes' to consent education 
I n the heat of the moment, somewhere between “Yes,” and “No,” lies an ambiguous and 
dangerous silence. 
Unfortunately, many young adults 
still rely on non-verbal consent dur-
ing sex, based on the assumption 
that we know what our partners 
are thinking even when they don’t 
explicitly say “yes.” In reality, “non-
verbal consent” is an oxymoron, 
Langara College's sexual violence 
support services webpage states 
that a sexual act cannot be assumed 
or implied.
The college’s “Only Yes Means 
Yes,” campaign this week aims to 
tackle consent ambiguity amid con-
cerns that many students are unable 
to clearly define sexual consent.
“Only Yes Means Yes” sounds 
like common sense but a lack of 
education puts 
youth in danger 
of assaulting a 
partner out of 
ignorance.






ing writes that 
young adults 
run a high risk 
of becoming perpetrators of sexual 
assault. Cowling believes that a lack 
of sex education is to blame. He 
supports a sexual offense policy, cre-
ated in the 1990s by a group called 
Womyn of Antioch, which outlines 
how consent must be verbally and 
repeatedly given 
during each 
level of a sexual 
encounter.
The problem 
for many youth 
is that the rules 
of consent don’t 
coincide with 
what we see in pop culture. We’ve 
been spoon-fed a definition of 
“sexy,” that’s ultimately harmful. 
Picture The Notebook’s Noah hang-
ing from a ferris wheel, begging Al-
lie to go on a date with him.
It’s great that Langara is now 
providing some sex education, 
but it should be something that is 
ongoing and consistent from an 
early age. Educa-
tion can provide 
young people 
with the tools to 
rewrite the “mov-
ie magic” narra-




When you ask for consent, you 
show potential partners that you 
care about their feelings. And that, 














fed a definition 
of 'sexy' that's 
ultimately harmful.”
We want to hear from you
Have a different point of view? 
Write to us.
Have a concern with 
something we've said?  
Let us know.
Think we got a fact wrong?  
Tell us. 
Journalism instructor Erica 
Bulman oversees The Voice. 
 Email: ebulman@langara.bc.ca
W hile a silent campus is an impossible goal, col-leges could do more to 
curb unnecessary noise and make 




pairment, is an 
extreme sensitiv-
ity to everyday 
sounds, such as 
chewing food, 
sniffing or click-
ing a pen. Al-
though most 
people don’t 
know that the 
condition exists, 
it can be a barrier to learning for 
some as, according to sufferers, cer-
tain trigger sounds produce strong 
reactions, including anger, anxiety 
and panic.   
Numerous studies have attested 
to the existence of misophonia, 
but the condition is still being re-
searched. The most convincing 
study, reported in 2014 that miso-
phonia affects approximately four 
per cent of the overall population. 
Despite the relative rarity of this 
condition, there are reasonable 
steps colleges could take to create a 
more tolerable soundscape.
Currently, the college strives 
to be an odour free environment, 
with posters scattered around the 
school to bring awareness to those 
who have sensitivities to scents. Al-
though it’s difficult to stop students 
from slurping their soup or sniffling 
into a Kleenex, Langara could start 
a similar initiative by displaying 
posters around campus to remind 
students and staff that some among 
us struggle with sound induced 
stress. 
This week the psychology depart-
ment hosted a campus screening of 
a documentary entitled Quiet Please, 
which explores misophonia. This is 
a laudable step; however the college 
can go beyond showing a movie. In 
order to accommodate those who 
are sound-sensitive, but who may 
be too shy to ask classmates to stop 
eating, eating should only be al-
lowed outside of class time.
Small changes such as these 
could start a conversation without 
severely inconveniencing the wider 
school population.  
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Acting kung fu students, Ebert Lie (L) and Rob Godfrey (R) rehearsing fight choreography inside the Moberly Arts and 
Cultural Centre kitchen while Sifu Matthias Klenk supervises. DESIRÉE GARCIA PHOTO
 By DESIRÉE GARCIA
T he students and teacher of a new kung fu cho-reography class are col-laborating with a group 
of independent filmmakers to cre-
ate a kung fu short film.
The class, called Acting Kung Fu, 
began in January at the Moberly 
Arts and Cultural Centre in South 
Vancouver, and is taught by Sifu 
Matthias Klenk of Immortal Drag-
on Vancouver kung fu school.
Jimi Stewart, founder of The 
Vancouver B Movie Factory, ap-
proached Klenk with an idea to 
have his team film Klenk’s last day 
of class, giving both groups a chance 
to gain experience and have fun.
“I saw it as a great opportunity 
for his students to actually see their 
work become a reality in a film 
[and] I saw a great opportunity for 
my gang members to have an inspi-
ration for a film,” Stewart said.
Klenk, who had planned on film-
ing his class's project himself be-
fore B Movie Factory asked to join 
forces, said his class gives actors the 
basic skills needed to perform dra-
matic martial arts scenes on film. 
This is a skill that Klenk believes is 
underserved in Vancouver.
“There are some stunt classes 
which are super expensive and I 
also do a little basic stunt stuff, 
like how to fall correctly, like basic 
action-reaction when you punch 
someone or kick,” Klenk said. 
“There’s not much variety in the 
field right now and that’s why I did 
this class.”
Klenk, who is himself a filmmak-
er,  believes the portrayal of kung fu 
on the big screen is not only thrill-
ing but inspiring.
“With kung fu movies, it sounds 
a little bit silly, but they always have 
something they want to teach you,” 
Klenk said.
“If you work hard you can get 
somewhere or can do something. 
You have to be brave.”
Student Rob Godfrey said he’s 
looking forward to debuting his 
new skills on filming day.
“Anything that will look cool or 
flashy for the camera,” Godfrey said 
of the techniques he’s learned, add-
ing it was the process that was most 
meaningful.
“It’s been very, very cool, just 
meeting Matthias and training 
with him.”
Fu students act out
Local art studios 
endangered
"B Movie" club and kung fu class join forces
No affordable 
space for artists: 
Ebisu founder
 By LISA STEACY
A new artist-run studio in Marpole is facing an un-certain future as the build-
ing’s impending sale is making it 




vember of last 




ness and Billy 
Hebb - signed 
a lease for the 
ground floor of 8815 Selkirk St. 
Sturley said she and her col-
leagues will be asked to leave once 
the building sells, and the owner 
is only required to give them one 
month’s notice to vacate. 
She added that while the uncer-
tain terms of the lease made it af-
fordable, Ebisu hasn’t been able to 
offer artists long-term security.
“It’s scared several people away.”
Ebisu has enough space for eight 
artists, with rental rates between 
$250 and $550 per month, but has 
never been at capacity. Some for-
mer tenants have left for other cit-
ies or spaces on short notice. The 
Ebisu founders have made up the 
shortfall in rent by paying out of 
their own pockets. 
Shoemaker Amy Slosky rents 
space at Ebisu. She was disap-
pointed when she began looking 
into city-owned studio spaces after 
moving back to Vancouver from 
Toronto, and found Vancouver only 
subsidized seven such spaces.
“I was like, that's it? That's what 
Vancouver has to offer their artist 
community? It's kind of pitiful ac-
tually,” she said.
The city had 158 applications for 




couver, with 65 
per cent of them 
making less than 
$40,000 per 
year, meaning 
the vast majority 
of those artists 
must find space with privately-run 
studios like Ebisu.
Aphrodite Blagojevic is the most 
recent artist to join Ebisu. She said 
rent tripled at her last studio when 
a developer bought the entire block, 
and called finding suitable space in 
Vancouver “a disaster.”
Sturley and her colleagues are 
doing their best to remain positive.
“It was such a good feeling to 
come together,” Sturley said.
“It’s been touch and go, but we 
see it as a way to establish a com-
munity and maybe have the re-
sources to pool to get a proper space 
next time.”
Amy Slosky works on a pair of her boots at Ebisu studios. LISA STEACY PHOTO
 1938-39
The first Hong Kong-style kung fu 
film - The Adventures of Fong Sai-
Yuk - is released in two parts.
 1971
Bruce Lee's first feature - The Big 
Boss (Fists of Fury) - is released.
 2001
Rush Hour 2 - the all-time top-
earning martial arts film, grossing 
$347.3 million - is released. 
BIG HITS ON THE SILVER SCREEN 
SOURCE: HOLLYWOODREPORTER.COM
“That's what 
Vancouver has to 
offer their artist 
community?”
— AMY SLOSKY, EBISU TENANT
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Team BC's Cody Fournie takes on Alberta Roughneck's Kendall Winter at the Vancouver Invitational Wheelchair Rugby 
Tournament, March 11. CAMERON THOMSON PHOTO
BC rugby washout
Team BC aims to redeem itself at nationals
 By CAMERON THOMSON
After losing all five of its games at the Vancouver Invitational Wheelchair Rugby Tournament, 
Team BC will need to turn things 
around as it focuses on the upcom-
ing Canadian nationals in May.
With a final score of 56-36 for 
the Alberta Roughnecks on Sun-
day, the British Columbians placed 
fourth at the tournament hosted 
by South Vancouver-based BC 
Wheelchair Sports Association. 
The event was held at the Rich-
mond Olympic Oval last weekend 
where eight teams from across 
North America competed over 
three days.  
BC Wheelchair Sports Associa-
tion communications coordinator 
Nathan Bragg, said the team were 
the underdogs of the competition 
but maintained a high level of ef-
fort throughout.
“As the game went on ... B.C. did 
a really good job of staying calm 
and weathering the storm," he said. 
“Continuing to fight regardless of 
how things were going to go.” 
Ian Chan, head coach for Team 
BC is preparing his team for na-
tionals, which will take place in 
Calgary from May 25 to May 27.
“The Canadian nationals are kind 
of our Stanley Cup for the season," 
Chan said. “We have practices, 
training camps and select tourna-
ments that prepare us to perform.”
After nationals, at least three 
members from Team BC will be 
competing at the 2018 Canada Cup 
International Wheelchair Rugby 
Tournament on June 11 to 18, also 
at the Richmond Olympic Oval. 
Bragg said wheelchair rugby in-
volves athletes of various levels of 
ability. 
“Wheelchair rugby was created as 
an alternative to wheelchair basket-
ball for athletes that have impair-
ment in their upper limbs as well as 
their lower limbs,” Bragg said.
Each player is given a rating de-
pending on their mobility. These 
ratings can have an impact on team 
makeup and the strategy they em-
ploy.
“Your lower point players gener-
ally will operate like your offensive 
lineman in football, they'll be set-
ting picks, they'll be setting screens 
and opening up lanes for the higher 
functioning athletes to go through,” 
Bragg said.
For two 14-year-olds, competitive dancing is less 






Thomas have been 
dancing since they 
were three years 




loo Academy in 
South Vancou-




the season on 
March 14 in 
Burnaby. 
H o f f -
mann said 
c o m p e -
t i t i o n s 
help her 
i m p r o v e 
her tech-
nique to 
b e c o m e 
a better 
dancer.
“ F o r 
me it’s 
all about 
being the best 
you can be, less 
against the other 
[competitors] but 
more about the notes 
that the adjudicators 
give you,” she said.
S tockton-Thomas 
said being up on stage 
can be nerve-racking but 
competing can be motivational.
“It makes you want to 
get inspired more. It gets 
a little bit tiring,” she 
said. “Then you go to the 
competition and you’re 
like, ‘yes, I want to dance 
more.’”
Anita Perel-Panar, artis-
tic director and co-owner of 
Boogaloo Acad-




teach the students 
teamwork.
“It’s about be-
ing a crew; it’s 
about being a team 
member and a team 
player. Everything has 
to happen together,” she 
said.
The students practise 
eight hours a week to 
prepare them for com-
petition. Samantha Pre-
sley, a ballet instructor 
at Boogaloo Academy, 
said dedication helps 
dancers compete at 
their peak perfor-
mance.
“A lot of it is rep-
etition, because it is 
one thing to know 
the steps in your 
head but it’s another 
one to be able to do 
them in your sleep,” 




a little superstition 
can help a 14-year-
old do their best.
“We always bring 
Twizzlers to com-
petition as a good luck 






It was originally called Murderball. 
Wheelchair rugby is a full contact 
sport.
WHAT IS WHEELCHAIR RUGBY?
THINGS YOU MAYBE DIDN'T KNOW
 Canadian invention
Wheelchair rugby was invented in 
Winnipeg in 1977. Inventor, Duncan 
Campbell still plays in B.C.
 Basics
There are four players to a team 
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